PRIORITIZE THE EDUCATIONAL NEEDS OF LEARNERS
WITH DISABILITIES DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Introduction
On the 18th March 2020, His Excellence Yoweri Kaguta Museveni ordered for the closure of
schools and other teaching institutions in Uganda with effect from 20th March 2020 up to such
time that the government will find it safe and appropriate for re-opening. The closure was aimed
at combating the spread of the deadly covid-19 pandemic. This was later followed with the
education sector preparedness and response plan for ensuring the continuity of learning while
learners are at home as a way of mitigating COVID-19 in the education system. The government
of Uganda introduced remote/distance learning on radios and televisions as a response to closure
of schools due to COVID-19. Since then, school going children have been watching televisions,
listening to radios and reading the self-study materials. While these are good efforts, NUDIPU
is greatly concerned that the innovation of remote/distance learning does not favour learners
with disabilities and hence is a wolf in the sheep’s clothing.

Home based learning on radios and televisions (TVs)
For purpose of learning, TVs have both visual
and audio advantages for learners. Therefore
the two must effectively be used.
Because of the visual perspective, learners
with visual impairments are therefore left out
in the learning process. Often times, there are
no sign language interpreters for deaf learners
and no captions for hard of hearing learners.
Where there are no sign language interpreters
and captions on TVs, learners who are deaf are
disproportionately left out without due regards
to their inclusion needs.
The situation is worsened with the radio learning

Home study materials

The self-study print materials are also not
accessible to various disability categories. For
example, they are not in braille formats, or
large print for the visually impaired persons and
not in tactile for deaf blind persons. Disability
fraternity is concerned that Ministry of Education
and Sports has not meaningfully engaged with
the beneficiaries of these learning materials
and has also not meaningfully engaged with
NUDIPU, an umbrella organization of Persons
with Disabilities in Uganda and the respective
organizations of Persons with Disabilities in spite
of several inclusion advocacy efforts.
NUDIPU calls upon the Ministry of Education
and Sports to produce materials that are user
friendly for learners with intellectual disabilities.
There is also need to have the statistics for all
the learners with disabilities in Uganda, their
learning needs and their current locations. The
Ministry should therefore effectively engaging
NUDIPU and the Organizations of Persons with
Disabilities on the appropriate modalities of
helping learners with disabilities while they are
at home.
There is need for Disability inclusion in COVID-19
education response plan to stem discrimination

which is not again applicable to deaf and hard
of hearing learners whereas they may benefit
other disability categories like those with physical
disability. Accessibility of the online learning is
therefore a big issue to learners with hearing
impairments. However, it will be recalled that
the 2014 Population and Housing Census report
revealed that 1,083,649 were with hearing
impairments while 2,129,279 were Persons
with visual impairments in Uganda. Learners
with hearing and visual impairments fall in this
category. Henceforth, this is a big number that
requires government’s attention with regard to
access to quality inclusive education.

of learners with disabilities in line with Article 24
of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities that Uganda ratified in September
2008 together its Optional protocol. This will
also be in line with SDG 4 on ensuring inclusive
and equitable quality education and promoting
lifelong learning opportunities for all.
In order to ensure that learners with disabilities
are not left behind during COVID-19 education
mitigation measures, there is need for government
of Uganda to come up with the universal
alternatives for the inclusion of learners with
disabilities. These include but not limited to;
strengthening engagement with NUDIPU and
Organizations of Persons with Disabilities in
Uganda; ensuring the provision of sign language
interpreters whenever lessons are going on
televisions, develop accessible educational
audio-visual materials to disseminate through
different media; ensuring that qualified teachers in
special needs education are part of the teachers
conducting the teaching on radios and televisions
since they have the skills for teaching learners
with disabilities. NUDIPU is convinced that these
measures will propel inclusion of learners with
disabilities in education system under the new
normal.

